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side, were hateful to the Jews. Generally speaking,
the Eomans showed the greatest consideration for
the fastidious scruples of the nation; but this was
not enough: things had coine to such a pass that it
was impossible to move in any direction without
raising a question of Mosaic Law. Absolute reli-
gions, such as Islamism, Judaism, suffer no partition
of authority. If they are not supreme, they com-
plain that they are persecuted. If conscious of being
protected, they grow exacting, and attempt to make
life impossible to all religions round about them.

I should be leaving the path which I have marked
out for myself if I were to tell you the story, as
Josephus has preserved it, of that strange struggle,
the terror in Jerusalem, with Simon Bar Gioras
commanding the town, and John of Giskhala, and
his assassins, master of the temple. Fanatical move-
ments are far from excluding hatred, jealousy, mis-
trust, from the minds of those who are the actors in
them: men of very deep and passionate convictions,
when associated together, are prone to suspect each
other. And this very fact constitutes a force; for
mutual suspicion breeds terror among men, binds